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FACT SHEET #7 HOUSEHOLD PETROLEUM LIQUIDS

Why Should | Be Concerned?

Theimproper useand storage of liquid petroleum products can lead to ground water
contamination or fireand explosions. Both outcomes can endanger the environment and
your family and negatively affect property va ues. Remember, gasolineisboth flammable
and toxic and one of the most dangerous chemicalsyou will regularly bein contact with
duringyour life.

Thepurposeof thisfact sheet isto help you identify and properly useand dispose
of petroleum liquidsin your home.

Sources of Household Petroleum Liquids

Thereare many toolsand toystoday that contain gasolineand oil. Often, each gasoline-
powered tool or vehicle hasaseparate container that holds stored fuel intheform of
gasolineor agasolineand oil mixture. So the number of threatsto your well can belarger
thanyouthink. Don’t forget thelargest “ container” of petroleum liquidsfor most households:
ahomehesting oil tank.

Tools, toysand containersthat contain petroleum liquidsinclude:

Lawn mowers, lavntractors

Chain saws (even electric ones)

Showmobiles

Weed-wackers

Motor-boats

All-terrain-vehicles(ATVs), automobilesand campers
(recreationa vehicles, RVs)

Kerosene heaters

Gascanscontaining gasoline (for four-cycleengines)
Gascanscontai ning mixed gasolineand oil (for two-cycleengines)
Bottlesand jugscontaining used crankcase oil
Homeheating oil tank (often 275 galons)
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What Makes Your Well a*High Risk” Candidate for Gasoline Contamination?

If any of thefollowing arefound to be present on or near your property, special
precautionsor corrective actions should be considered:
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A gasolinespill, even aslittleasahalf gallon, and sometimesnoticed
only by agrassstain, inthe past two years,

A vehicleaccident within the past two yearsthat might have damaged
thevehicle sgastank;

Wellslocated within 15 feet of adriveway;
Autoandsmall enginerepairs;

A largenumber of off-road vehiclesor other gasolineenginessuch as
ATV smotorcycles, snowmobiles, tractorsor generators,;

A gravel driveway with older vehiclesfrequently parked there;

A vehiclefirewithinthe past two years; or

A well within 300 feet of an underground or above-ground gasoline
storagetank.

Tipsfor the Safe Management of Household Petroleum Liquids
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Buy only what you need. If you haveagallon of gasleft at theend of the
season, then buy that much lessnext season.

Mix only what you need for two-cyclegasolineand oil mixtures.

M ost manufacturersdo not recommend storing gasolinein power
equipment for morethan amonth, so make sureto run your equipment
dry.

If you do end up with leftover fresh gas, add astabilizer beforeit gets
old (generaly morethan 30 dayssince purchase).

Unmixed“old” gascan beburnedinyour car by diluting one part old
fuel withfive partsnew fudl.

Never burn brush with leftover gasoline!



¢ Therearenocheap or easy answersfor proper disposal of gasolinethat
hasbecome*gummy” or contaminated with dirt and water. Check with
your town to seeif it sponsorsahousehold hazardous waste pick-up day.
Thenyou can dispose gas safely. Another optionisto contact alicensed
hazardouswaste professional . Hazardouswaste haulerswill pick up
contaminated gasolinefromindividuals, but thecost isaround $20 a
gallon. Contact the Department of Environmental Protectionfor more
information onthisoption.

¢  Storegasolinein UL-agpproved (red for gasoline, bluefor kerosene
and diesdl) containers. These containers should befitted with aspout
todlow pouring without spilling.

¢  Storedl gasolinecontainersin awell-ventilated shed or detached
garage, away fromthereach of children.

¢  Onceamonth check for leaksfrom fuel tanks, enginesand storage
containers. Littleleaksand spills can add up to cause ground water
contamination.

Waste Oil Management

If you changeyour own crankcaseail, transmissionfluid, or hydraulic oil makesureyou
storeit in acontainer with asecure screw top (such asempty windshield washer bottlesor
one-galonmilk jugs). Many local transfer stationsaccept wasteoil, or you cantakeittoa
sarvicestationintheMaine Oil Recycling Program (MORP). Call the Department of
Environmental Protection at (207) 287-2651 to obtainalist of participating stations.

Never mix thewaste gasoline/oil mixturefrom atwo-cycleenginewith other waste
oil becausethe mixture could beexplosive, especidly if itisburned inawasteoil burner.

Buy or mix only what you can use. Purchasing largevolumesof oil isnobargainif you
cannot use up what you have.

Avoidthemess. Haveyour oil changed at astation that recyclesused motor oil.
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Your Home Heating Oil Tank Deserves Specia Attention

Asweall know, Maineweather takesitstoll, causing ground shifts, frost heaves, rust, and
general wear, al of which can affect aheating oil supply tank and itspiping. Westher,
corrosion, and poor maintenance can lead to spills, smells, leaks, well water contamination
and lower property values.

Since so many leaksand spillsare caused by the corrosion of buried piping and improperly
installed outdoor tanks, the Maine Department of Environmenta Protection (DEP), Mane's
Oil and Solid Fuel Board, and theMaine Oil Dealers Association (MODA) al agreed that
the state regul ations needed to be changed. The new ruleswill keep your heating system
running safely and efficiently, plusthey will protect Maine€ senvironment.

Toprevent leakscaused by the corrosion of buried piping and spillscaused by
broken filter sand tankstipping over, Mainelaw now requiresthat all buried piping
must bereplaced by February 2, 2000, and all outdoor tanksnot meetingthenew
installation standar dsmust beupgraded by February 2, 2003.

Your licensed oil heat technician can help you meet these deadlinesand answer your ques-

tionsabout the new standards. Also, you can usethe checklist onthe next pageto deter-
mineif your oil tank islikely toleak or causeaspill. It takesonly afew minutes.

What Do | Do If | Have an Qil or Gasoline Spill?

If you do have an oil or gasoline spill at or near your property, call the Maine Department of
Environmenta Protection’s Spill Report number to report the spill, aswell asto get informa:
tion and assistance on clean up.

Toreport oil and gasoline spills call:

1-800-482-0777
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Is Your Tank in Shape?

Takethislist and golook at your oil tank. But
remember, look — don’t touch. Answer these
questionsabout theoil tank. Evenif you can see
rust or anoily patch of wetnessonthetank’s
surface, do not touch your tank. It'sbest to call
your licensed il heat technician, andleta
professional takecareof it.

1. Arethetank legsunstableor onan
unevenfoundation?

2. Doyou seerust, weeps, wet spots, or
excessivedentsonthetank’ssurface?

3. Arethereany dripsor signsof leakage
aroundtheail filter or valves?

4. Dotheail linesrun either under concrete
or aboveground without being encasedin
aprotectivetubing?

5. Arethereany threatsof snow orice
fdlingontheail tank or thefilter?

6. Arethereany signsof thetank’svent being clogged or blocked by ice or snow?

(Screened ventsareavailableto prevent insect nest problems.)

7. Istheoverfill whistleobstructed, or silent when thetank isbeing filled? (It

shouldwhigtle)

8. Arethereany signsof spillsaroundthefill pipe?

9. Isthetank’sgauge cracked, stuck or frozen? Do you see il or staining around it?

10. Isyour tank morethan 25yearsold?

11. Isyour outdoor tank adark color? (It should be painted alight color to minimize

corrosive condensationinsidethetank.)

If any of your answerstothis (5]
checklistare YES, pleasecall (o)
alicensed oil heat technician

for amoredetailed inspection
and corrective measures.
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Household Petroleum LiquidsWor ksheet

Filling out thisworksheet will help you rate thethreat that petroleum liquids poseto your water supply. A low risk meansyou are handling petroleum
liquidsinasafemanner. A high risk indicatesyou should change how you manage petroleum liquidsto protect ground water and your family’shealth.

HomeActivities High Risk M oderate-High Risk L ow-M oder ate Risk L ow Risk
4) 3 (2) (1)
Materials Used Multiplecontainersof Minimizethe storage of Further minimizetheuse None used
gasolineand/or kero- gasoline, gasoline/ail of petroleum by switch-
sene, wasteoil froma | mixtureand keroseneto ing to muscle-powered
year’'sworth of ail no morethanone2.5 lawnand recreational
changes, dl invarious | galoncontainer per fud; equipment. All your oil
unlabeled containers no morethan oneoil changesaredoneat
change’' sworth of waste serviced dationsthat
oil stored recycleused motor oil
aanytime

Material Disposal

Dumpedin sewer,

Put in containersfor

Used up, given away or

Used up, given away,

yearsold, outside, not
protected fromfaling
iceand snow, or hasail
linesrunningunder a
concretefloor

removed andingtalled
aboveground in protec-
tivetubing. Outsidetank
filter protected against
falingiceand snow

basement or shed with

piping running above

ground and encased in
protectivetubing

septic system, storm storage safely stored recycled or disposed of
drain, or ontheground at locd hazardous
near adrinking water waste pick-up day
wdl
Material Storage Storedineasily acces- | Storedinagarageout of Storedinlocked, Nonestored
sbleareasuchasa reach of childrenand detached shedin spill-
basement or outside pets; |abel sfaded and proof U.L.-approved
near drinking water hardtoread containers
wdl
Heating Oil Storage Tanks Tank ismorethan 25 Piping below concrete New tank installedin None used or stored




